SIR    ALI   BIN   SALIM   ALBUSAIDI

Sultan so long as he lived. Seif bin Sultan was succeeded by Imam
Ahmed Bu Saidi, grandfather of the present Imam, but the tribe of
Mazrui did hot acknowledge him as Sovereign of Mombasa, nor have
the people of Mombasa ever submitted to any Chief of Oman sav'e&aly
Seif bin Sultan before whose time Mombasa had no connection at
all with Oman.

About twelve years ago the people of Lamu rose against Pate (a
separate Principality of which Lamu was at that time a Dependency),
and the Pate Chief solicited aid from the then Hakim of Mombasa,
'Abdulla bin Ahmed Mazrui* 'Abdulla sent troops to Pate, more with
the aim of restoring union than of making conquest. Matters, however,
were not brought to an agreement and during these disputes the people
of Lamu sent proposals to Seiyid Sa'id, the present Imam of Muscat,
offering to deliver up the Island of Pate to him if he would assist them
against Mombasa. Seiyid Sa'id accordingly occupied Lamu with his
own troops and then demanded the surrender or Pate. Pate was at
that time held by * Abdulla Mazrui, Chief of Mombasa, who refused
to deliver up the island to Seiyid Sa'id and in the battles which followed
many of the Mombasa ships were destroyed by the Imam's fleet. At
length the Imam sent a letter to 'Abdulla stating that Lamu was already
in his hands and .that if he would give up Pate to him also, he, the
Imam, would cease all operations against Mombasa. This letter to
'Abdulla containing the Imam's proposal to relinquish his designs upon
Mombasa on condition that Pate was given up to him, is now to be
seen at Mombasa, with the Imam's own seal and signature affixed.

'Abdulla, trusting in the good faith of Sa'id, withdrew the Mombasa
troops from Pate which then fell easily to the Imam. The Mombasa
force had no sooner retired from Pate than the Imam sent vessels and
suddenly took possession of "Jezirat al Khudhra," then a part of the
Mombasa territory. On this act of treachery the people of Mombasa
determined to break off all relations with the Imam and apply for
protection to the King of England.

Next day we were to spend with Sir 'Ali and he sent a motor-boat
from his mainland home of Peleleza to fejch us from the Kilindim wharf
where our ship was berthed. He met us on the steps of his jetty and took
us to the cool veranda of his drawing-room.' Sir 'Ali's is not, strictly speak-
, ing, a house: it is a whole series of houses scattered over a wide area and
he gets plenty of exercise walking from one to another. It is an original
and attractive idea, for he has quite a walk from his bedroom over gravelled
paths to his dining-room and another from his dining-room to his drawing-
room. All of them are like bungalows, one-storeyed buildings with red
roofs, and there is a superb setting of coco-nuts and shady mangoes.

Sir * All, as an old friend, was interested in my future. He said Ee thought
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